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but six men on each trip. The bank was soon
won, however, and the safe crossing of the army
was assured. Such acts gave the natives a respect
for Americans as fighting men, which caused it to
be more and more difficult for the Filipino com-
manders to bring their forces to battle in the open.

General Lawton in the meantime was conduct-
ing a brilliant movement to the eastward. After
breaking the enemy forces, he returned to Manila
and then marched southward into the Tagalog coun-
try, where on the 13th of June, at Zapoti Bridge, he
won the most stoutly contested battle of the insur-
rection. The successful conclusion of these opera-
tions brought the most civilized part of the island
under American control.

The fighting now became scattered and assumed
gradually a guerrilla character. The abler com-
manders of the American forces found their way to
the top, and the troops, with their natural adapta-
bility, constantly devised new methods of meet-
ing new situations. A war of strangely combined
mountain and sea fighting, involving cavalry and
infantry and artillery, spread over the islands in
widening circles and met with lessening resistance.
An indication of the new character of the war was
given by the change of the military organization,